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How can | protect myself in a flood?

Regardiess of how a flood oceurs, the rule for being safe is simple: head for higher ground and
stay away from fioodwater. Even a shallow depth of fast-moving floodwater produces more
force thar most people imagine. it is exceedingly dangerous to fry to walk, swim, or drive in
floodwater. Two feet (0.6 meters) of water will carry away most vehicles, including sport utility
vehicles (SUVs) and pickup frucks. You can protect yourself best by being prepared and having
fime to act. You can protact your home best by taking measures to reduce potential flood
damags (called mitigation) and buying fiood insurance in advance.

What is the best source of information in a flood situation?
Losai radio or television stations or a NOAA Weather Radio are the best sources of information
in a flood situation for official weather and weather-related bulletins.

NOAA Weather Radio is the prime alerting -and critical information delivery system of the
National Weather Service (NWS). NOAA Weather Radio broadcasts wamings, watches,
forecasts, and other hazard information 24 hours a day over more than 650 stations in the 50
states, adjacent coastal waters, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the U.S. Pacific
territories.

The NWS encourages people to buy a weather radio equipped with the Specific Area Message
Encoder (SAME) feature. This feature automatically alerts you when important information
about floods and other hazards is issued for your area. Information on NOAA Weather Radio is
available from your local NWS offics or at www.nws.noaa.govinwr.

Is your community StormReady? To help people
prepare for the ravages of hazardous weather, the
National Weather Service has designed StormReady, a
program aimed at arming America’'s communities with
the communication and safety skills necessary to save
fives and property. More information is availabte at

www.stormready.noaa.gqovi.
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